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5 July  19'i7,  Portland,  Cro. 


”?iO'tX  c/as  SPOT  DISKS  i:i  sky  iikrd" 

VinatoTar  thay  are,  thero  are  so;r.e  disic-lilvo  objects  flying  around 
in  til  3 3lcy* 

Or  else  ei^ht  Portland  area  policemen  and  dsouty  sheriffs  vrho 
sighted  the  objects  Friday,  numerous  private  oitisens,  the  crew  of  a 
United  Air  Lines  plane  over  Boise,  Idaho,  and  a coast^uardsman  -who  claims 
to  have  photographed  one  near  Seattle,  are  all  wroiiff. 

In  Portland  the  alert  ivas  sounded  over  police  radio  at  1:06  p.m* 
Friday,  after  the  Fast  Side  station  received  a score  of  calls  that  the  disks 
were  overhead,  Vfithin  seconds,  two  prowl  cars  reported  spotting  the  mys- 
tery craft. 

FL.1SHF3  SEFil,  ITOISS  LACKIUG. 

First  to  report  in  v/era  Patrolmen  '.Valter  Lissy  and  P.o'oert  Ellis  in 
Car  No.  82,  v:ho  stopped  near  Calcs  Park.  Both  ITorld  V/ar  II  veterans  and 
civilian  pilots,  they  sighted  three  of  the  objects  ivithin  30  seconds  trav- 
eling at  great  height  and  soeed  over  the  park.  They  reported  they  heard  no 
engine  noises  but  saw  flashes.  The  objects  seemed  erratic  and  changed 
direction  of  flight.  The  patrolmen  agreed  that  without  knowledge  of  the 
size  of  the  objects  it  would  be  impossible  to  judge  their  speed  or  altitude. 

Patrolman  Earl  Patterson  in  car  l.'o.  13  stoooed  at  3E  82d  avenue  and 
Foster  road  to  look  eastr.vard  from  trhere  the  disks  were  reported.  Telephone 
calls  located  them  coming  out  of  the  sun.  He  saw  nothing,  but  a few  seconds 
later  observed  one  coming  out  of  the  v/est  and  heading  southwest.  The  craft 
seemed  to  be  aluminum  or  eggshell  white  and  didn’t  flash  or  reflect  light, 
ha  said. 


03JECT3  UNTDFIITIFIFE. 


A former  airoorps  veteran,  he  said  the  object  vras  unlike  any  plane 
he’d  ever  seer.  He  thought  it  appeared  radio-controllod  because  the  disk 
could  change  dirsetion  at  a QO-degree  angle  vn.thout  difficulty. 

•Members  of  the  harbor  oatrol  at  the  foot  of  IT’i  Irving  street  steoned 
out  when  they  heard  t'ne  all-car  alert.  Cant.  K.  A,  Pra'nn,  harbor  Pilot, 

A.  T.  Austed  and  Patrolman  K.  C.  Hoff  all  saw  the  objects  and  said  they 
appeared  to  be  going  south  high  over  the  Ciobe  mills  at  terrific  speed. 
Capt.  Prehn  said  the  flashes  kept  them  from  ascertaining  whether  there  were 
three  or  six. 

"The  disks  would  oscillate  and  sometimes  vre  would  see  a fu-1  disk, 
then  a half-moon  shape,  then  nothing  at  all,*’  he  reported.  The  objects 
rooked  mone  like  a shiny  chromium  '.lub  cao  oCf  a car  'Thich  vrobbled,  disappea 
and  reappeared.'* 

There-  vr\s  a olane  in  t'le  sky  at  the  time,  but  ell  -var^^  enohatic  that 

• tj  9 * 

the  disks  v/ore  not  olanes. 


0P.2G02:  - S July  1947,  Portland,  Crs. 


F-IO::  T*-3 


aiuim:s  CP.ST7  co:'.pip:.:3  p:!?o?.ts  or  ?Ln::G  disks;  fiv3  spotted. 


Circumstantial  reports  of  flying  dislcs  in  the  3).q;  Friday  car.©  from 
the  crew  of  a United  Airlines  plane  over  3oise,  Idaho,  and  a coast  guards- 
man near  Seattiit*.  as  well  as  from  Portland  area  police  and  citizens. 

, captain  of  the  airliner,  told  United  Press  that  he 
sighted  five  "somethings”  which  *.vere  "thin  and  smooth  on  the  bottom  and 
rough  appearing  on  top.”  The  objects  appeared  against  the  sunset  shortly 
after  the  plane  tooli  off  at  3:04  p.m.,  he  said. 

”V/8  sav;  then  clearly,”  he  reported.  ”he  follovred  then  in  a north- 
Trestsrly  direction  for  about  45  miles.  Finally  the  objects  disappeared. 
V.3  were  unable  to  tell  whether  they  outsped  us  or  disintegrated. 


:I0T  AIRGRAI'T. 


'*7;©  can't  say  vrhsther  thoy  v/ere  saucer-lihe,  oval  or  anythin.-  else,” 
the  captain  said,  “but  whatever  they  were,  tho^^  »;sr3  not  another  aircraft, 
nor  v/ere  they  smok'3  or  clouds.”  j 


U 


In  Seattle^  Coast  Guardsnan  7ranlr  'Ryr\a.n,  27,  reportsd  to  United  Press 
that  lie  snapped  e.  picture  from  the  front  porch  of  his  home  which  sho-.ved  a 
"white  saucer"  flying  over  the  north  end  of  Lake  hashington . 

Acme  :'e\is  Pictures,  I'ew  York  City,  said  a 7:^9  inch  print  of  the  photo- 
r\ranh  AiiuiLei.iwo  tiny  dots,  one  of  which  was  a flaw  in  the  priot. 

, 19,  Oaks  Amusement  park  employe,  reported  that  he  sav/ 
several  object sT’"like  spinning  disks"  in  the  sky  Friday.  He  said  several 
picnickers,  including  a woman  pilot  noticed  them. 

In  Vancouver,  Aash.,  Sheriff's  Deputies  John  Sullivan,  Clarence 
" cKay  and  Fred  ICrives  heard  the  Portland  police  radio  broadcast  and  ran 
out  of  the  sheriff's  office  to  look  at  the  sky.  Over  Portland,  three  to  five 
miles  avmy,  Sullivan  said,  they  saw  20  to  30  objects  "like  a flight  of  gaeseV 


They  heard  a low  humming  sound. 
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Dedson,  commander  of  the  Oregon  national  guard,  made  an 


ir..~oec-nion  of  this  area  from  the  air  after  the  disks  were  reverted  here. 
Me  said  ho  saw  nothinr,  "suspicious.” 


Only  knov.m  militair.'  airplanes  in  the  air  at  the  time  of  the  reports 
were  2-3  5-29  bombers  near  Astoria. 

Despite  all  the  reports,  at  persons  remained  unconvinced 

of  the  existence  of  the  disks.  Holgats  moorage,  gave  his 

nninj  '-.n  tl.r.h_-l:he  objects  we tt 0 nv/oo d blossoms  . 

BHHi^HHI^^BMtaiv-toleohoned  the  Journal 
ror "perpe  run  : ■ n.g  a hoax."  Me  sail  he  sav/  objects  1 
the  s\zir  about  a minute  after  an  airplane  passed  over  his  house.  To  him  the 
objects  looked  like  bits  of  aluminum  foil,  perhaps  .cigarette  wrappers. 
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I'Ycrn  tho  Croton  Journal  - continuod 


:.:orj3  szii:  iat3r. 


Several  late  fli-Jibsof  objects  over  Portland  v/sre  reported  Friday 
afternoon.  he  sav^  throe  fly 

east  across  the  V»illiane^.o^i*i ver  near  the  Ross  Island  bridge  about  2 p.n. 

The  objects  did  not  appear  hi"h,  he  said,  and  -vrere  traveling  so  fast 
that,  appearing  in  the  v/est,  they  vrere  out  of  sight  in  the  east  in  tvfo  to 
four  seconds.  Re  said  .thav  resembled  metallic  disks  glinting  in  the  sunlight 
Later,  he  said,  ha  and  neighbors  savr  a single  disk-like  object  flying 
north  far  away  and  very  high. 

4:30  ^ reported 

in  ths  air  over  the  Sandy 

district.  She  said  it  seerr.ed  to  be  moving  slowly. 


sighting  a disk  "like  8 ne-y  dime  flipping  around 


PAPZ3. 


aZCOVSRED . 


said  he  sighted  t’.vo  white  or 


silver  objects  flying  southeast  hi^h  over  Portland  a fov  minutes  before 
5 p.i5.  ha  reported  another,  headed  northeast,  over  his  hone  at  b:30  p.m. 

, reported  that  four  disks  flav/  past  *.!ount  Jefferson 
at  about  T.vhLla_h3  was  drivinr.  near  P.ednond. 

recovered  from  Ross  City  golf  course 
a piece  of  naoer  he  said  had  fallen  from  a groat  height  in  the  skp'.  Time  of 

^ 4 ^ •J 

its  fall  coincided  with  some  of  the  reports  of  flp'ing  disks.  The  paper,  of 
low  quality,  measured  23;^-  x 36  inches. 


3IU/SR3D  DISKS,  D?.C??2D  BY  PLAliD. 


EUSEira,  July  5 -(^sP)-  A Eugene  railroad  cashier  said  Friday  h;i  cav/ 


silvered  disks  being  dropped  out  of  a light  airplane  flying  over  this  city. 

ar.  assistant  cashier  fur  the  Gouthern  Pacific 
Railroad,  said  he'  vvas  a Euir-rone  street  whan  -- 
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llIICK-UST  - U:.I!):i:i:?IrIED  FLYliia  OBJECTS 


I,  Oat 3 U I9U7 


Inci  I >rt  /f  5 


2 * T ine  1305 


3.  Location  PortXaadt  Cre^a 


, Tamo  of  ob.-^ervor  II<>n2ieth  MoDoirtll 


PatroLaan*  Portland 


6,  Address  of  obsnrvor  Portlaad  City  Polio®  Pest.,  Portland,  Ors^oa 


Placo  of  obsar-TTition  lot  back  of  polic®  Station 

Vs'“  i<j'  :l  1111“  5j'i0 

tiunbor  of  objects  5 


9.  Distance  of  object  fron  observer  2J/3 


10,  Tino  in  sight 


a/3, 


11,  Altitude 


3/3 


12.  Speed  Great  speed 


flying  souVn*  in  easterly  direction 


oscillating 


15.  Souird 


i^cna 


Sj  7.0 


17.  Color  Could  not  be  detemined 


hapo 


Hcfund  "■  ilsc^^oaned 


19-  Odor  dotcctod 


3/3 


20.  Apparent  construction  3/3 


21,  . Exhaust  trails  3/3  - "So  visible  mems  of  proptilsion  observed 


22.  Vfcathor  conditions  3/3 


Effoct  on  clouds 


3/3 


Sketches  or  photographs  Hon® 


;!Qnnor 


of  dir.apooarcnco  Q>iickly  — b-^ire  detailed  observation 

be  T^de  • . . 
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Officor  Mcj3oi»eil  abated  *hat  at  aporoxiaatelj  13C5»  4 wui7  wblla 
be  v;aa  on  duty  at  Preoinot  fX  and  feedia^  the  ^Ljeona  la  ^Jia  yirtiT^x 
lot  back:  of  the  atatioxi  be  noticed  that  the  il^eoaa  bec'jae  cpiite  axcited 
0T37  soaethlas  and  flattered  la  the  air»  Officer  UcIbvelX  la  looking 
exound  to  3ee  «hat  iiad  dletarhed  then  sew  $ i^kr^e  diace  la  the  air  east 
of  ?ortlcnd;  two  llacs  flyia;  soath  and  three  flyia?  in  an  easterly  direction. 
He  stated  be  oould  determine  ao  color  to  the  diaca  bat  adrlaed  they  '^ere 
dipping  ia  aa  an  and  iiown  osclllattng  j»tlon  and  -yere  traT9lln<  at  ^rcat 
speed*  Ha  vae  osebla  to  ^Te  an  estimate  of  the  speed  or  altimside  of  the 
llsci  aa  tb^  were  out  of  si^t  before  aiiy  detailed  ohserratioa  could  be 
maild.  Officer  McDovell  adrised  that  he  notified  the  Police  3adio  ytno 
liraediately  broadcast  an  alert.  lie  saw  no  Indication  of  any  motiratin^ 
force  nor  heard  any  sound  coodas  from  the  discs  and  could  ^ire  no  deecriptioa 
0 tiler  than  round* 
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niore  Is  no  astronoriiaal  explanation  lor  this inoiuent, 
r.or  I'or  nunorous  others  (-,<3.  V.  8,  D,  12,  lo,  K.  1^.  IG)  which 

4 

ooourrod  in  cuid  noar  Portland  on  tiio  Fourth  of  1947, 

. Hesilos  ooin,;  oosorvod  in  the  saj.ia  vioinit.^  u;lu  :ioot  ol’  tr.o.a 


tho  Goj.io  tii.10^  objeotc  s*j^n  hfxv 


in  oosr^noix  a rounC  ''tor- 


* » 

rli.io  speed,  abrupt  tactics,  and  quich  disap’.Hara.ico,  abrupt  tactics 
coi-tainly  sU;^;;osL  that  tiio  objects  ware  of  a vor,-  wairht. 

fnls  invosti.-ator  can  ofiar  no  cofialtc  nypcbhosis,  out  in 

♦ ; 

passing  would  lU:o  to  note  that  those  inoidontn  oeourrad  on  the  fourth 
Of  ‘July,  and  that  if  relatively  sinall  nieces  ol  aliLninian  foil  had 

4 
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bean  dropped  froii  a plane  over  that  area,  tl  on  any  ono  objtdct  v.ould 
boco.M0  viaiole  at  a relatively  short  distance.  -Jvon  noderato  vrind 

79l00iti03  could  i^ivo  the  iilasion  that  fiuttorln.r,  /yyratin-  discs 

% 

h«l  cone  by  at  croat  volooitioj.  Various  obsorvors  would  no.,  of 
course,  in  this  case  have  seen  the  sar.o  cbjocts, 

'flio  above  is  net  lo  oe  rej;ardad  as  a voi^y  lilcoly  ox^.lana- 
tion  but  only  as  a possibility!  the  occirrence  of  these  incidents 
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rJ.y,ht  have  tossed  suen  objects  out  of  an  airpla.ee  as  part  of  yci 
Independence  i^ay  celebration. 


If  tliesc  v/ere  airoraft  of  oither 
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Dr  HrrS2<»S  EVALUATIONS  EXTPJVCTED  FROM  PROJECT  GRUDGE  REPORT 
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it  voulci  bo  difficult  to  explain  tyioir  appearance  over  only 
locality  and  at  only  one  tlr.o,  ti.eir  apparent  random  notion. 


tho  lack  or  tany  sound  or  obvious  propulsion  r.otiiod,  and  the  lack 
of  aorodynanic  construction. 
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Anoidont  --  ^'ortland,  Oregon  — 4 *^uly  1^47 


'^horo'  Is  no  astrononical  extjlojiat ion  for  ttiis  incidont* 
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So0  re  port  on  incident 
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Inoidont  SS.Ba  — Portland.  Oro^on  — 4 July  1S47 


Thoro  is  io  astrononiioal  explaiiatior*  for  this  ir.oiaont 
Sso  re  port  on  inoidont  ;;G, 
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incident  f/9  — Portland,  Oregon  — 4 »^uly  1947 


There 


is  no  astrononical  ex  lanation  for  tjv 


is  incident 


See  report  on  incicent  ;r5 


Inoidont  ifl2 


Vanooirver, 


Waahin^jton  — 4 ''uly  1S47 


0 


Alioro  is  no  astrononicul  explanation  Tor  tuis  incicont. 

* 

See  report  on  incident  ;rfi* 
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HHADQUARTERS  FOURTH  AIR  FORCE 

OFFICE  OF  THE  COMMANDING  OENEAAL 

HAMILTON  rieuo.  CALIFORNIA 

4A?*JA  / ■ 

353. 5/ ID 
/ 


Investigation  of  "Jlyin,-;  Liacs” 


Comanding  General,  Arny  Air  Forces,  'A'aahin^ton  2c,  D.  C, 
ATTSIITIO:;:  AC  of  AS -2 


Attached  ViCIO  and  n'ev/soaoer  oliooiii^  for^rarded  vour  of 


. ^ 


compliance  v/ith  letter  froa  r'eadquarters  Air  Defense  Command,  V.i 
Field,  Few  Tor!',  Gub.ject  as  above,  dated  7 July  47. 


FOR  Ths  coir'AiiDii-ro 
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Inols : 

1.  ;-0IC  Sorensen  7 Jul  47.(dup) 

Fewspaper  clipping  dtd 
5 Jul^47  (dup) 


/•iTsy 


Ad.-'utjr;’: 


^ •> 


Info  Cy  to;  Air  Defense  Oomnand 

!:itchel  Field,  ^:.Y. 
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